
THE PARISH OF KILKEEDY. 

SITUATION. This Parish is situated in the north of the 
Co. of Limerick and Barony of Pubble-Brien. It is bounded on 
the north by the River Sbannonj south by the Parish of Croom 
(West) and Killanahan; on the east by Mungrett Parish and oa 
the west by Kildimo Parish. 

NAME. The name of tl"is Parish is in Irish Cill Chaoide, 
which signifies the Church of St. Keedy or Ced1a. See Kil
keedy PariRh near Glencolumbkille in the County of Clare. 

The old Church of this Parish, situated in the Glebe of 
Kilkeedy, appears to hav~ been a lateral building formerly 
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attached to a larger one, as it lies contrary to the direc
tion of almost all old Churches, the greatest length of this 
Church being from north to south (twenty nine feet). The 
modern Church would seem to occupy the site of the ancient 
main buildine, the north wall of thA former being attacned 
to the sout,h end of the present ruin, which has lost the lits 
southern wall. Its breadth from east to west is eighteen 
feet. The east wall had a wjndow, the form of which is now 
destroyed. There is a doorway on the west wall twenty feet 
from the north wall and five feet from the wall of the new 
Ohurch. It is six feet high by four feet two inches ar,d 
arched with thin stones on the inside; on the outside it 
is five and a half feet high by three feet five inches and 
has a round arch of cut lime stone. The walls are about 
ten feet high and three feet two inches in thickness. This 
Church does not appear tv be very old. There is another 
small portion of a wall nine feet east of this, but it is 
utterly featureless. There is a large grave yard attached. 

St. Margaret's Church is situated on level ground in 
the Townland of Newtown and about a furlong south of the 
River Shannon. The walls are perfect with the exception of 
the upper part of the west gable. It is fifty six and a half 
feet long by twenty two and a half feet in breadth. There 
is a window on the east ga.ble nine feet high by four and a 
half feet inside, having a round arch of cut lime stone. On 
the outside it consists of two parts in the pointed style; 
here it is ei.ght feet :from the gr·oi:md., five feet eigrit i.nches 
high by one foot seven inches, each division being seven in
ches in width. On this side also, it is formed of cut lime 
stone. On the south side wall at the distanC-e of six feet 
from the east end there was a window, the form of which is 
now destroyed. The doorway which is on this wall is thirteen 
feet ten inches from the west gable; its form has beeu des- 116 
troyed by the ravages of time. On the north wall there was 
another doorway which is also now disfigured, On this north 
wall at the distance of eight and a half feet from the east 
eable there was a window, which has also lost its form. The 
walls are about twelve feet high, three and a half feet in 
thickness and built of regular sized stones, not quarried, 
irregularly laid, with sand and lime mortar. Still-born 
children only are interred here at present. 

The ruins of Carrigogonnell Castle stand in the Townland 
of the same name. Various detached fragments of this Bncient 
Castle of the O'Briens remain, but they are so broken and 
scattered that the measurements of the building cannot now 
be taken. These ruins are situated on a large rock. 

Antiquities examined by Mr. A. Curry; notes arranged by 
Mr. P. O'Keeffe. 

.July 1840. 
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I here append wh~t the Irish HiRtorians have collected 137 
about thts place. 

(Annals 4 Masters). 

Carreic O gConnaill (Carrigogo~nell). 

"A.D. 1577. The President (Sir· William Drury) already 
mentioned, WAnt to Thornond a fortnight before the li'estival 
of St. John, attend~d by a great multitude of the English 
and the Chiefs of the two Provinces of Munster. He beld. 
a court for eight days in the Monastery o:f Ennis, and the 
Daloaseians having refused to become tributary to the Queen 
he placed over them a Marshal with a fierce and mero1le~s 
body of s0ldiers to reduce them to subjection. The President 
then returned to Limerick and proc~eded to behead the Chiefs 
and Dynasts of the territories adj a cent to I,imsri ck; and 
among the rest Morogh, t.he son of Mortogh, who W!tS son of 138 
Mahon, who was son of Uonogh, who was son of Brian Duff 
O'Brien, the most renowned and noble of the helrs of Carig-
ogonell and Btherlach. 

•A.D. 1580. Jarn~s, son of John Oge, who was son of John, 
who was son of Thomas the Earl, was slain by the Lord of 
Poble-Brien and Carigogonnell, viz., by Brian Duff, the son 
of Mahon, Who was son of Donogh, who was son of Brian Duff 
O'Brien. This James was worthy to have inherited the princi
pality of his ancestors." 

"A,D. 1685. A proclamation issued to the men of Ireland 
commanding their Chiefs to assemble in Parliament in Dublin 
on tbe 1st of May. for the greater part of the peoples of lit 
Ireland were at this time subj eot to their Soveretign ( Q,ueen). 
They all accordingly met together as was ordered. Thither 
went the Lord ~f Carigogonnell and of Fasaoh-Luimnigh viz., 
Brian Duff the son of Donogh, who was son of Mahon, wbo was 
son of Donogh, who was son of Brian Duff O'Brien, eto.• 

(Gough' s Camden, R. I .A.) 140 

Carrlgogonill. 

The Templars had a house on the Shannon at Carrigogon1ll 
six miles west of Limerick. In 1530 it was the seat of Dono;h 
O'Brien, Lord of Poble O'Brien, and ia 1691 it was a place of 
atrenith. (H). 

Cunnigar - Curick-0-Gamel. 

lour miles from Limerick near the Shannon is 
the aeat of the Bishop of Limerick, about a mile 
are the ruins of Currick-0-Gamel Castle, a place 
strength on a lofty hill dismantled by Cromwell. 

Cunnigar, 
from whieh 
ot great 
(Wilson 185). 
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(Archdnll's Mon. Hib. Vol. II., R.I.A., p.llS") 

On th,~ Hivcr Sl:s,1:,1on and ::dtLJ_:,tcid six mi.Jes west of 
LimE:r1.ek. T ,snc_; ·Na~, 11,n i1,;,Js,,; Cot· Knight-:' 1'2mpl2rs in tJ·is 
Village; (iVL3':). ,s,~i th) Wilir:!h in tho year 1.530 ','i/8,S the 3eat 
of Donc,gii O'Brj_e,, L0r.t ot' Poble O'Erii::!n. In 1691 it WE'ts a 
place of strength. 
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Iri tl.H~ Et'~1·ou"' -.c "The 81;::,nd Si0gH of Li(fl'3ri.el{ (1691)" 14.J 
to be founcl amo11g f3m11-,,1's Col1 1~:·tio,•.s f·:.r Limei~tek (M:3S. 
R.I.A.) we read:-

"On tiHl 25t.h (Aue;.) tr11; :·,11·1;-i_v tonk po:3sess1on of I1·e·:,on's 
and Crornweil.',, forts. 1JJ 11j_,;h /i:t-0

: orderecl to be caU,➔ d 1'.hckay's 
and Nass-1.u's b,3eau,ie (;l,i:'J:3d u:1:,r th,:0;se officers. Thci.t l,vening 
Col. Dirn:ip, w10 1 1:cl ,J;) the advtnGsd part..y of horsG and who was 
a Danish Officc➔ r ,.Jf go ,d charact.r, bad the rnisfo1·tuno to be 
Rlain by a randO!i1 sh,it;. Two Jay:; Hf':.e-;~ C2,stlecor.:nel and that 
called Carric~-:1-Gunn 1:J1, tt1e fin,t situated f'i··ve miles F,.bove 
the town and tl'1e othor· as nrn.ny bel 11w, were take1i from the Irish. 
The garrisons, ~on:::isti:1g of 400 rneu, wore ma.de prisoners of 
war; and the folJ.owing month they were both demolished." 


